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They kept you hungry, and did not feed you with
flesh as you were wont to be fed I"
After this grim congratulation Rodrigo demanded
that all the treasure he had given the Infants with his
daughters should be restored. With much difficulty
they were made to refund this ; but thirdly, he de-
manded satisfaction for the honour of his daughters.
Fernando had the assurance to declare that, the lineage
of the Cid not being equal to that of Carrion, the mar-
riage was unequal, and ought to be broken; but all
that came of this was a challenge to him and his
brother to fight hand-to-hand with the terrible Cid
and his nephew, Martin Antoninez. The king forced
them to accept it; and, lest they should avoid it, came
to Carrion in person to see it fought out. It could end
in only one way : Fernando was killed, and Diego
—driven ignominiously out of the lists—and his father
were banished, and the lands of Carrion forfeited to
the king ; while Dona Sol and Dona Elvira obtained
noble husbands in the Infants of Aragon and Navarre.
When the time came for the Cid to die, the Moors
\vere threatening a great attack on Valencia. Fie knew
it could not be held out without him, and he therefore
charged his wife, Dona Ximcna, that no crying nor
lamentation should be made when he expired, but that
the trumpets should sound and bells should ring. Then
should his embalmed corpse be clad in armour and
set, fastened upright, on his good steed Babieca, and
that Tizona should be bound to his hand and his
banner borne before him, while his warriors formed in
battle array, with the women, children, and sumpter
beasts in their midst, and thus should every Christian
pass out of Valencia and give battle to the Moors.

